
Readings for the Funeral Mass 

 

Families are invited to select the scripture readings to be used for the Funeral Mass, as well as 
provide readers to read them.  
 

A first reading is chosen from a list of Old Testament selections:  
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/bereavement-and-
funerals/old-testament-readings.  
During the Easter season, however, the first reading is instead taken from the Acts of the Apostles 
or the Book of Revelation:  
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/bereavement-and-
funerals/new-testament-readings-during-easter-time. 
 

A second reading is chosen from a list of New Testament selections: 
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/bereavement-and-
funerals/new-testament-readings.  
 

The choice of a gospel reading is generally left to the priest who is celebrating the Funeral Mass—
who will also be the one to read it—but suggestions are welcome: 
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/bereavement-and-
funerals/gospels.  
 

Should the family wish, the celebrant can make all the selections and/or the parish can provide 
a reader. If a passage of scripture not found among the selections of the lectionary, but which is 
of significance to the deceased or the family, it may be suggested for use, at the discretion of the 
celebrant.  
 

► Please provide the readings chosen along with the names of those who will read them. 
 

Together with a copy of/link to the text of the reading, please pass along these instructions to 
the reader(s): 

The person reading the first reading should come forward when the priest is first seated. 
Before entering the sanctuary, the reader should make a slight bow toward the altar, and 
then climb the steps to the pulpit. The reading selected will be on the pulpit in a binder; 
please do not bring a paper copy to read from. Reading only the text on the page, speak 
clearly and slowly so that everyone can hear. After saying “The word of the Lord,” the 
reader walks down the steps, turns to bow again toward the altar, and then returns to 
his/her seat in the church. The responsorial psalm will then be sung, after which the person 
reading the second reading should come forward, in the very same manner as described 
above. 
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Music for the Funeral Mass 

 
 

Families are invited to select some of the liturgical music to be used at the Funeral Mass. The 
parish will arrange for an organist and a cantor.  
 

Music for Mass, whatever the occasion, must be sacred music: music which, like the church 
building itself, is set aside for the worship of God alone. Songs of every description can be very 
meaningful, or inspirational, or even speak of "God," "heaven," and the like, and yet because they 
were written for use in other contexts—with which we cannot help but to associate them (e.g. 
sung in a musical or played on the radio)—they are not appropriate for use in the liturgy.  
 

It is with these things in mind that we provide this list of songs appropriate for use at a Funeral 
Mass in our parishes: 
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/3087/documents/2021/8/Saint%20Marys%20Updated
%20Funeral%20Selections%208-8-21.pdf  
 

Any other musical suggestions not from this list must still be pieces of sacred music and be 
approved by the priest celebrating the Funeral Mass. 
 

Music selected will be used during the Entrance Procession, Offertory Procession, Communion 
Procession, Song of Farewell, and the Recessional. 
 

► Please provide 4-5 songs chosen. You may indicate at which points in the Funeral Mass that 
you would prefer them to be sung, or allow the parish to arrange them accordingly. 
 
 

Placing of Christian Symbols 

 
 

A symbol of the Christian life, such as a Bible or a crucifix, may be placed on the casket during the 
Reception of the Body at the beginning of the Funeral Mass. Such symbols may be placed 
immediately after the sprinkling with holy water and the placing of the funeral pall, which occur 
at the entrance of the church, or they may be carried in the Entrance Procession and then placed 
on the casket after it has been set in its place before the altar. These symbols are provided by the 
family and brought with them to the Funeral Mass. 
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Offertory Procession 

 

Two persons may be designated to bring forward at the Offertory the bread and wine which will 
be used in the celebration of the Funeral Mass. (While it is usually two persons, it may be 
increased to three or four.) However, families may also freely choose to omit this.  
 

► Please indicate if anyone will be participating in the Offertory Procession, and provide their 
names. 
 
Please pass along these instructions to those who will participate in the Offertory Procession: 

The Offertory Procession occurs after the Prayer of the Faithful (sometimes called the 
“intercessions” or “petitions”). When everyone is seated, and the song has begun, the 
priest will go to the altar and begin to prepare it with the missal, chalice, and linens for 
the celebration of the Eucharist. At this time, the persons who will bring forward the gifts 
of bread and wine should go to the place where they have been prepared. When the priest 
has come down the steps of the sanctuary, the gifts are carried forward to him. After the 
priest turns and returns to the altar, those who brought forward the gifts make a slight 
bow toward the altar and then return to their seats in the church. Take note that at St. 
Mary’s, the table where the gifts will be found is in front of the first pew, near the pillar to 
the right side of the sanctuary, while at St Patrick’s it is by the pillar near the entrance of 
the church. It would be good to locate these before the Funeral Mass begins. 

 
 

Words of Remembrance 

 

A member or a friend of the family may speak in remembrance of the deceased before the Final 
Commendation begins. Such remarks must be reverent, brief (3-5 minutes, which is 
approximately the equivalent of one typed page), and focused on the faith and virtues of the 
deceased. Only one person may speak. This is not a “eulogy” (that is, words of praise spoken in 
someone’s honor), since the Funeral Mass is an act of praise and worship directed toward God, 
not the deceased, asking the Lord’s pardon for those who have died and his consolation for the 
grieving. There is no need to retell the entire story of the departed’s life—those who have 
gathered are there because they knew and loved him/her well. A memory or two is usually 
sufficient to show how God was at work in and through the deceased’s life. If humor is used, it 
should be appropriate to the solemn occasion and sacred setting. Because this can be such a very 
emotional task, and in order to prepare them well, it is strongly recommended that the Words of 
Remembrance be written down. 
 
 

Please note that while someone may speak in remembrance, it is not obligatory. If there are other 
persons who wish to speak, additional and less formal remembrances may take place during the 
wake or at a reception following the Funeral Mass. 
 
 



► Please indicate if someone will be speaking in remembrance of the deceased, and provide 
his/her name. 
 
 

Please pass along these instructions to person who will be speaking the Words of Remembrance: 
After the Prayer after Communion, all will be invited to again be seated. The person 
designated should come forward at this time, make a slight bow toward the altar, and 
then climb the steps to the pulpit. When finished, he/she walks down the steps, turns to 
bow again toward the altar, and then returns to his/her seat in the church. 

 


